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m itta l 
may 3 , 1965
FOR RELEASE THURSDAY, MAY 6
C orn eliu s Hedges, Montana p ion eer jo u r n a l i s t ,  ed u cator, l e g i s l a t o r  and law yer, 
w i l l  be in s t a l le d  in  the Montana Newspaper H a ll o f Fame a t the annual Dean Stone Night 
at Montana S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  Sunday.
The in s t a l la t io n  cerem onies a t the annual School o f Jo u rn a lism  banquet w i l l  be 
conducted by M iss Dorothy M. Johnson, secretary-m anager o f the Montana P re ss  A sso c ia ­
tio n  and a s s is t a n t  p ro fe sso r  o f jo u rn alism  a t MSU, and Lloyd G. Schermer, p u b lish e r o f 
the M isso u lia n -S e n tin e l and v ic e  p re sid e n t o f the MPA.
Hedges w i l l  be the 10th  person e le c te d  to  the Newspaper H a ll o f Fame sin ce  i t  
was e s ta b lish e d  in  1958 by the s ta te  p re ss  a s s o c ia t io n . P o r t r a it s  and b io g rap h ie s  o f 
the honored jo u r n a l i s t s  are  d isp la y e d  a t  the School o f  Jo u rn a lism .
Hedges, who came to  Montana in  1864 and s e t t le d  in  Helena in  18 6 5 , spent many 
years  on the e d i t o r ia l  s t a f f  o f the Helena H erald . While w ith  the paper he was in ­
volved  in  a wide v a r ie t y  o f a c t i v i t i e s  which aided  M ontana's development.
He was appointed the f i r s t  superintendent o f p u b lic  in s tru c t io n  in  18 7 2  and 
served fou r tw o-year term s. He has been c a l le d  the "F ath er o f Montana Education" fo r  
h is  a c t i v i t i e s  in  o rg an iz in g  the school system  by gath erin g  te a c h e rs , v i s i t i n g  sch o o ls , 
o rgan iz in g  te a c h e rs ' in s t i t u t e s  and f ig h t in g  r a c i a l  se g re g a tio n .
P resid en t U ly sse s  S. Grant appointed Hedges U. S. D is t r ic t  A ttorney fo r  Montana 
in  18 7 1 .  In  1875  Hedges was e le c te d  probate judge fo r  Lewis and C lark  County. He 
was a member o f the s t a t e 's  c o n s t itu t io n a l convention and was Lewis and C lark  County's 
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A member o f the Washburn-Langford-Doane exp ed itio n  to  the Yellow stone a rea ,
Hodges d iscouraged  p r iv a te  ownership o f the area  fo r  p r o f i t .  Through newspaper 
a r t ic le s  he convinced many d is b e lie v in g  persons th a t t a le s  o f the Yellow stone country 
were tru e . His w r it in g  helped le a d  l e g i s la t o r s  to  c re a te  Yellow stone N ation al Park, 
the f i r s t  n a tio n a l park.
While a sso c ia te d  w ith  the H erald, Hedges became an a c t iv e  member o f the Montana 
Press A sso c ia tio n  and served  as i t s  se c re ta ry  one y e a r .
He a ls o  was a c t iv e  in  lo c a l  c iv i c ,  church and lodge a c t i v i t i e s .
He was born a t W e stfie ld , M ass., in  1 8 3 1 .  A fte r  re c e iv in g  degrees from Y ale  and 
Harvard Law School he began law p ra c t ic e  at Independence, Iowa. There he a lso  b e­
came e d ito r  and p u b lish er o f the Independent C iv i l ia n .
He died in  Helena in  1907- A granddaughter, Mrs. Helen B ra z ie r , and a g re a t-  
grandson, G o effrey  B r a z ie r , re s id e  in  Helena.
Jo u r n a l is t s  are e le c te d  to  the H a ll o f Fame by the tw o -th ird s vote o f the Mon­
tana P ress A sso c ia tio n  convention. Candidates are recommended by a committee on the 
b a s is  o f outstanding co n trib u tio n s to  Montana jo u rn alism .
The H all o f  Fame Committee com prises: G. M. Moss, former p u b lish er o f the White-
f is h  P i lo t ;  J o e l  F . O verholser, p u b lish er o f the F o rt Benton R iv e r P re ss ; Harold G. 
S tearn s, p u b lish er o f the Harlowton Times and E astern  Montana C lario n  a t  R yegate;
Duane W. Bow ler, managing e d ito r  o f the B i l l in g s  G azette ; Jo e  Hocking, former pub­
l is h e r  o f the Glasgow C o u rier; Mel Ruder, p u b lish er o f  the Hungry Horse News at 
Columbia F a l l s ,  and Dean Nathan B. Blumberg o f the MSU School o f Jou rn alism .
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